


HOW IS INFORMATION
INTERVIEWING DIFFERENT 
FROM NETWORKING?
Information interviewing is a piece of the networking 
process. In an information interview you have the 
tuutwyzsny~ yt j}uqtwj ~tzw ăjqi tk nsyjwjxy ymwtzlm f 
xywzhyzwji1 qtsljw hts{jwxfynts |nym xtrjtsj fqwjfi~ 
|twpnsl ns ymfy ăjqi3

Xtrjynrjx ymj umwfxj ÷nsktwrfyntsfq nsyjw{nj|nslø 
rf~ xtzsi zsns{nynsl yt ~tzw htsyfhyx fx ny xtzsix {jw~ 
xnrnqfw yt fs ÷nsyjw{nj|ø ktw fs jruqt~rjsy utxnynts3 t̂z 
rf~ |nxm yt fxp ktw fs ÷nsktwrfynts rjjynslø nsxyjfi3 
Please remember to use the information interview as an 
tuutwyzsny~ yt lfymjw nsktwrfynts fsi xjjp fi{nhj1 sty yt 
ask outright for an internship or employment opportunity. 
It is often appropriate, however, to ask the person 
~tz xujfp |nym ktw fi{nhj ts |f~x ~tz rnlmy uzwxzj 
jruqt~rjsy tw nsyjwsxmnu tuutwyzsnynjx ns ~tzw ăjqi tk 
nsyjwjxy fsi ln{j xujhnăhx fgtzy ~tzw xjfwhm3

Before you jump into this valuable exercise, you will 
sjji yt mf{j f xtqni zsijwxyfsinsl tk |mt ~tz fwj -xjqk2
fxxjxxrjsy. fsi f gfxnh zsijwxyfsinsl tk ~tzw ăjqix tk 
nsyjwjxy -hfwjjw j}uqtwfynts. ns twijw yt fsx|jw vzjxyntsx 
kwtr ymj uwtkjxxntsfqx ~tz rjjy3 Nk ~tz mf{j sty j}uqtwji 
these issues, call the Career Development Center to begin 
this process.

GETTING READY

ARRANGING YOUR MEETINGS
• Htrunqj f qnxy tk tujs2jsiji vzjxyntsx ymfy ~tz |tzqi 
qnpj fsx|jwji

• Fwwfslj f rjjynsl fy f hts{jsnjsy qthfynts fsi ynrj1 
uwjkjwfgq~ fy mnx tw mjw tẎhj

• If you’re meeting in a public place, give an appropriate 
ijxhwnuynts tk ~tzwxjqk xt mj tw xmj hfs ăsi ~tz

• A phone conversation is also appropriate. However, if 
ns inẍjwnsl ynrj  tsjx1 rfpj xzwj yt htsăwr ymj ynrj 
he or she is available to talk

DURING & AFTER
• Gj uwjufwji |mjs ~tz rjjy3 t̂z rf~ |fsy yt 
uwntwnyn j ~tzw qnxy tk vzjxyntsx ö xyfwy |nym f ytunh 
ymfy nx jfx~ yt inxhzxx fsi gznqi wfuutwy

• Wjrjrgjw yt qnxyjs& F{tni nsyjwwzuynsl ymj xujfpjw
• Yfpj gwnjk styjx izwnsl ymj hts{jwxfynts
• Give the professional the opportunity to ask you 
vzjxyntsx fy ymj jsi tk ymj hts{jwxfynts

• After the meeting, send a note thanking the 
professional ktw xjyynsl fxnij ynrj yt rjjy |nym ~tz3 


