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Common Data Set Definitions
All definitions related to the financial aid section appear at the end of the Definitions document.

Items preceded by an asterisk (*) represent definitions agreed to among publishers which do not appear on 

the CDS document but may be present on individual publishers’ surveys. 

*Academic advisement: Plan under which each student is assigned to a faculty member or a trained adviser, 
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Doctoral degree: The highest award a student can earn for graduate study. The doctoral degree classification 

includes such degrees as Doctor of Education, Doctor of Juridical Science, Doctor of Public Health, and the 

Doctor of Philosophy degree in any field such as agronomy, food technology, education, engineering, public 

administration, ophthalmology, or radiology. For the Doctor of Public Health degree, the prior degree is 

generally earned in the closely related field of medicine or in sanitary engineering.

Double major: Program in which students may complete two undergraduate programs of study 

simultaneously.

Dual enrollment: A program through which high school students may enroll in college courses while still 

enrolled in high school. Students are not required to apply for admission to the college in order to participate.

Early action plan: An admission plan that allows students to apply and be notified of an admission decision 

well in advance of the regular notification dates. If admitted, the candidate is not committed to enroll; the 

student may reply to the offer under the college’s regular reply policy.

Early admission: A policy under which students who have not completed high school are admitted and enroll 

full time in college, usually after completion of their junior year.

Early decision plan: A plan that permits students to apply and be notified of an admission decision (and 

financial aid offer if applicable) well in advance of the regular notification date. Applicants agree to accept an 

offer of admission and, if admitted, to withdraw their applications from other colleges. There are three possible 

decisions for early decision applicants: admitted, denied, or not admitted but forwarded for consideration with 

the regular applicant pool, without prejudice.

English as a Second Language (ESL): A course of study designed specifically for students whose native 

language is not English.

Exchange student program-domestic: Any arrangement between a student and a college that permits study 

for a semester or more at another college in the United States without extending the amount of time required 

for a degree. See also Study abroad.
External degree program: A program of study in which students earn credits toward a degree through 

independent study, college courses, proficiency examinations, and personal experience. External degree 

programs require minimal or no classroom attendance.

Extracurricular activities (as admission factor): Special consideration in the admissions process given for 

participation in both school and nonschool-related activities of interest to the college, such as clubs, hobbies, 

student government, athletics, performing arts, etc.

First professional certificate (postdegree): An award that requires completion of an organized program of 

study designed for persons who have completed the first professional degree. Examples could be refresher 
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Religious affiliation/commitment (as admission factor): 
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Unit: a standard of measurement representing hours of academic instruction (e.g., semester credit, quarter 

credit, contact hour).

Undergraduate: A student enrolled in a four- or five-year bachelor’s degree program, an associate degree 

program, or a vocational or technical program below the baccalaureate.
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Non-need-based scholarship or grant aid: Scholarships and grants, gifts, or merit-based aid from 

institutional, state, federal, or other sources (including unrestricted funds or gifts and endowment income) 

awarded solely on the basis of academic achievement, merit, or any other non-need-based reason. When 

reporting questions H1 and H2, non-need-based aid that is used to meet need should be counted as need-

based aid. 

Note: Suggested order of precedence for counting non-need money as need-based:

Non-need institutional grants

Non-need tuition waivers

Non-need athletic awards

Non-need federal grants

Non-need state grants

Non-need outside grants

Non-need student loans

Non-need parent loans

Non-need work

Non-need-based self-help aid: Loans and jobs from institutional, state, or other sources for which a student 

need not demonstrate financial need to qualify.

Work study and employment: Federal and state work study aid, and any employment packaged by your 

institution in financial aid awards.
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B1

B1

B1 Men Women Men Women

B1 Undergraduates

B1 Degree-seeking, first-time 

freshmen 317 461

B1 Other first-year, degree-seeking 16 9 1 1

B1 All other degree-seeking 888 1,351 30 35

B1 Total degree-seeking 1,221 1,821 31 36

B1 All other undergraduates enrolled 

in credit courses 7 10 24 53

B1 Total undergraduates 1,228 1,831 55 89

B1 First-Professional

B1 First-time, first-professional 

students

B1 All other first-professionals

B1 Total first-professional 0 0 0 0

B1 Graduate

B1 Degree-seeking, first-time

B1 All other degree-seeking

B1 All other graduates enrolled in 

credit courses

B1 Total graduate 0 0 0 0

B1 3,203

B1 0

B1 3,203

B2

B2
Degree-Seeking

First-Time

First Year

Degree-Seeking

Undergraduates 

(include first-time 

first-year)

Total

Undergraduates 

(both degree- and 

non-degree-

seeking)

B2 50

B2 55

B2 15

B2 63

B2 76

B2 2,926

B2 18

B2 0 0 3,203

Persistence
B3 Number of degrees awarded from July 1, 2005 to June 30, 2006

B3 Certificate/diploma

TOTAL

Asian or Pacific Islander

Hispanic

White, non-Hispanic

Race/ethnicity unknown

Nonresident aliens

Black, non-Hispanic

American Indian or Alaska Native

Total all undergraduates

Total all graduate and professional students

GRAND TOTAL ALL STUDENTS

Enrollment by Racial/Ethnic Category. Provide numbers of undergraduate students for each of the 

following categories as of the institution's official fall reporting date or as of October 15, 2006. Include 

international students only in the category "Nonresident aliens." Complete the "Total Undergraduates" 

column only if you cannot provide data for the first two columns.

B. ENROLLMENT AND PERSISTENCE

Institutional Enrollment - Men and Women Provide numbers of students for each of the following 
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B3 Associate degrees

B3
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B6

755

B7
484

B8

76

B9

2

B10 562

B11 75%
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B22

Report for the cohort of all full-time, first-time bachelor’s (or equivalent) degree-seeking undergraduate 

students who entered in fall 2005 (or the preceding summer term). The initial cohort may be adjusted for 

students who departed for the following reasons: death, permanent disability, service in the armed forces, 

foreign aid service of the federal government or official church missions. No other adjustments to the initial 

cohort should be made.

For the cohort of all full-time bachelor’s (or equivalent) degree-seeking undergraduate 

students who entered your institution as freshmen in fall 2005 (or the preceding 

summer term), what percentage was enrolled at your institution as of the date your 

institution calculates its official enrollment in fall 2006? 
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